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After months of planning, the High
Point District is ready to launch a
new state-of-the-art website that we
hope will be a truly interactive
community of faith.

We also have a new web address --
www.highpointdistrict.org -- that
should be much easier to remember
and make use of. 

This has been made possible by the
visionary folks at the Foundation for
Evangelism at Lake Junaluska. Last
year the Foundation began a new
ministry, the Web-
Empowered
Church,
which is
designed to
help churches
use the latest
Internet tech-
nology to
enhance their
evangelism and
discipleship. 

Last fall during
the gathering of the
United Methodist
communicators, I had a conversation
with the Foundation’s Jerome Smith
about our website. That led to a
suggestion that the Foundation should
select a district to create a web-based
community as a model for on-line

ministry at the district level. Of
course the district I had in mind was
High Point! Once again, our district is
helping create a unique tool that
could eventually impact the entire
denomination!

It's one thing
to have a web-
page, and I
encourage all
of our dis-
trict church-
es to do so.
But when
you have
a district
with
nearly
80

churches, more
than 100 pastors and 21,000

lay people, you need ways to
facilitate the exchange of ideas. The
primary way to do that is on an
interactive forum, which will allow
participants to offer great ideas for
ministry, notices for upcoming
services and events, and questions.

communications
corner By Neill Caldwell

See WEBSITE, page 2

District ready to launch
new interactive website 



Awards at Annual Conference
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When you visit the homepage,
you will find a number of entry
points to information. On the
upper right are links for district
ministries, clergy and laity. These
lead to a variety of lists and links
for various kinds of resources.  On
the lower right are links to some of
the current news items for the
district and conference.  

On the upper left are buttons for
fast access to information on the

District Superintendent, and
contact information. Below that
are clickable buttons for news, a
calendar of events, community and
resources. The Community button
leads to the forums, where you can
post your own news, events, prayer
requests, sermon notes and ques-
tions, and read what others have
written. You can also create a
member log-in to access various
levels of information.

The new website is built on a

web-based content management
system called TYPO3. The
TYPO3 development is led by a
Christian from Denmark named
Kasper Skårhøj. 

Many thanks go to all those at
the Foundation for Evangelism
who have helped make this possi-
ble: Jerome Smith, Jane Wood,
Barbara Bowser, Raymod Hayes
and HPU alum Maggie Petreska.
Learn more about the Foundation
at www.evangelize.org.

The G. Ross
Freeman Award was
presented by WNCC
United Methodist Men
to Rev. Billy Jarrett of
Flag Springs UMC.The
award is given for lead-
ership in inspiring men
in spiritual growth and
evangelism. 

There were seven
Churches of Excellence
from the High Point
District:   Covenant,
Farmer, First Church
Randleman,    New

Salem, Old Union,
Vickrey and West Bend.

Historic churches
recognized by Archives
and History, celebrating
their 150-year anniver-
sary: Farmer and First
UMC Randleman

Ordained Elder:
Revs. Toni Ruth Phillips
Smith, Fran Moran,
Lauren Richardson,
Brian Cornell (and also
Richard Buff, son of
Martha and Curran
Welch!)

Photo by Neill Caldwell

Rev. Eddie Huss, Minister of Music at Wesley Memorial
UMC, acts as song leader during opening worship at 2005
Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska.

New Faces (spouse):
Floyd Greenwood (Brinda) St. Peter's-Ferees Chapel
Gary Royals (Debbie) Jamestown Sr. Pastor
Jesse Keaton Memorial
David Cox (Anita) West Bend
Brad Bruce (Paula) Oakdale
Jeff Harlow (Lisa Ann) Charlotte
Chris Fitzgerald First High Point Sr. Pastor
Jay Bowers (Erin) Assoc: Jamestown
Carol Carkin (Jesse) Assoc: Christ
Zella Carpenter (Ray Douglas) Assoc: First High Point
Charles Stewart Burnett’s Chapel
J. Carlton Lucas (Karen) Farmer Charge
David Talbert (Tammy) Trinity Memorial
Tammy Talbert (David) Assoc: Trinity Memorial
Boyd Holliday (Jean) Rankin Memorial

In District Moves:
Jeff Sypole (Lauire) Level Cross-Ebenezer
Mike Adams (Fran) Brower's Chapel
Shirley Donnell (Wilton) Assoc: Ward Street Mission
Ron Van Lente Giles

Welcome to
the district! 
Several churches will be welcoming new clergy

into their pulpits as we begin a new conference year:

Website
Continued from page 1
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The Jeremiah Project
on June 4 was a huge

success, with 153
volunteers from 21

churches working at 14
mission sites around

High Point. In
addition, 1,200 food
items were collected

for distribution across
the city. Here are some

photos from that
wonderful day.
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By Rev. David Snipes
President United Methodist Foundation
of Western North Carolina, Inc.

It never fails that immediately following
Thanksgiving each year the Foundation gets bom-
barded with calls from church representatives from
throughout the Western North Carolina Conference.
What are these calls in reference to?  Plainly and
simply: MONEY!  By the first of December, most
churches know where they are going to end-up finan-
cially by Dec. 31.  Many realize that they will not

have enough money to meet their finan-
cial obligations, thus the call to the
Foundation.  “Do you have any money to
give away?” or “Could we apply for a
grant to help with our budget?” are often
the questions we hear.  Although the
Foundation is in ministry to endow
Methodism throughout western North

Carolina, and often that happens through grant dis-
bursements from one of our many permanently
restricted endowments, unfortunately we are unable to
disburse funds to help churches meet their annual
budgetary goals.  However, there is a way we might
be able to help your church find monies that will fund
ministry in perpetuity.  

The Foundation works with churches and church-
related institutions in setting up endowment docu-
ments so that monies can begin to accrue for specific
ministries and used for future years.  Here's how it
works:  First, the church or related institution contacts
the Foundation and sets up an appointment to discuss
the development of an endowment document.  Often
the pastor, chair of the board of trustees or chair of
the endowment committee, initiates this call.
Secondly, representatives from the Foundation meet
with church representatives and determine what the
needs or priorities are related to the development of
the endowment document.  We recommend that every
church begin with a “General Endowment” with areas
of foci that meet the needs of the church.  Thirdly, we
help the designated church committee to develop an
endowment document that adheres to The Book of
Discipline and when complete, is ready for Charge
Conference approval.  Once this is done, the church is
ready to market the endowment in hopes that church
members and friends will begin to make contributions

to the endowment fund through bequests, planned
giving or outright gifts.  Annually, income is taken
from the endowment to help fund ministry while the
principal is protected.  By doing this the endowment
fund will never be depleted and monies will be avail-
able to fund ministry in perpetuity.

Some commonly asked questions related to
endowments are:
n Is there a minimum amount of money needed to
start an endowment?  Our answer to this is a
resounding “No!”  As a matter of fact, we encourage
churches to establish a General Endowment Fund
even if they don't have any money to put in to it.
Then, when they end up receiving funds from some-
one’s estate or otherwise, the vehicle is already in
place to receive the funds.
n Who's responsible (from the church) for the
endowment fund?  Every church is different, but we
recommend the establishment of an Endowment
Committee that reports directly to Charge
Conference. In many churches the Board of Trustees
is responsible for endowments.
n What if we have a bad year economically and
the return is minimal if not non-existent? Will the
endowment still be helpful to fund ministry?  The
Foundation recommends the implementation of a
Spending Policy (presently 5 percent annually) that
would “soften the blow” in down years and “level
off” the up years.
n Does the Foundation charge for helping to setup
an endowment document? No. This is our mission
-- to endow Methodism throughout western North
Carolina.
n Do we have to use the Foundation to manage the
funds related to the endowment?  No.  However,
we hope that you do since our fees and returns are
competitive and we adhere to the Social Principles of
The United Methodist Church.

Endowments are a way of the future of your min-
istries if established correctly and funds invested
wisely.  The Foundation prides itself in being able to
help all churches and church-related institutions in
setting up these most important documents. When the
Foundation can be of service, please give us a call at
(800) 562-7929, ext. 146, or visit us on the web at
www.umfoundationwncc.org.  

Endowments: The way of future ministry

Snipes
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Splash! among important summer events
The High Point and Greensboro

Districts are co-hosts for the annu-
al UMY Splash! Event, to be held
at Emerald Pointe water park in
Greensboro on Sunday, July 31.

The day will begin with the
park opening at 10 a.m.  At 11
a.m. there will be a worship serv-
ice with WNC Conference
Evangelist Rev. Terry Duckworth
and the praise band Thyrst.  Lunch
will be served from 12:30 - 2 p.m.
Supper will be served from 5 to
6:30 p.m. The evening worship
service will begin at 6.

The cost for the day, including
one meal (either lunch or dinner)
is: $23.50 for regular admission,
$18.50 for children under 48 inch-
es tall, and $7 for chaperones, sea-
son pass holders and children age
2 and under. Parking is $5 per
vehicle, but free for church vans
and buses.

To order tickets, call Emerald
Pointe at 852-9721 and press 3.
There is no minimum or maximum
number required. 

For details, contact Elizabeth
Greeson at 454-3272 or send email
to: dyc@triad.rr.com  

Leavening Agency in
District twice this summer

The Leavening Agency
Performing Arts Camp will be held
at Jordan Memorial UMC in
Ramseur July 18-22. The camp for
rising second graders through ris-
ing sixth graders is held each day
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., with a per-
formance at the end of the week.
Tuition is $50 per child. For infor-
mation, contact Rev. Mary Miller
at 824-2252, or send email to:

jmumc@asheboro.com.
The Leavening Agency was

founded in 1997 by three women
from Black Mountain who wanted
to provide creative, Christ-centered
programming for kids in the
church and community.

The Leavening Agency will also
be at Calvary UMC in Asheboro
June 27-July 1. For information at
Calvary, contact Rev. Fran Adams
at 672-0013.

Middle school mission
camp at Mount Shepherd

A new camp for mission-mind-
ed middle schoolers will be held
July 3-9 at Mount Shepherd
Retreat Center. Leaders of the
Middle School Mission Camp will
be Dr. Ed Trimmer and Dr. Chris
Hughes, both of Pfeiffer
University. 

Campers will go to the homes
of the elderly and of the poor to
help with yard work and repairs.
To help campers understand
Christ's words “when you do it to
the least of these you do it unto
me” there will be small group dis-
cussions on what it means to be
“mission minded.”

UMW School of Christian
Missions is July 21-24 

The Western North Carolina
Conference United Methodist
Women’s 2005 School of Christian
Mission will be held July 21-24 at
Greensboro College with the
theme “Cornerstones of Hope.”
Three mission studies will be
offered: Children of the Bible,
India and Pakistan, and Public

Education.  The Children of the
Bible course will be taught by our
District Superintendent, Rev.
Lynne Caldwell. 

The registration brochure and
form and more information about
the School of Christian Mission
are available on the WNC
Conference UMW website at
www.gbgm-umc.org/wnccumw.  

Gathering of the Laity
set for Lake Junaluska 

The annual “A Gathering of the
Laity” will be held Aug. 19-21 at
Lake Junaluska. Speakers will
include Dr. Reginald Mallett, Hank
Williams, Rev. Jan Brittain,
Marjorie Kimbrough, and our own
Dr. Howard Allred. Rev. Roger
Hunter will serve as song leader.

On Saturday there will be spe-
cial recognition for this year’s
Laity Service Award honorees.
Glenn Draper and The Junaluska
Singers will also be in concert.

Two SpiritUs weekends
are already full

Please note that the WNCC
SpiritUs youth beach weekends in
August are both completely full.
There is a waiting list, but the
chances of any additional churches
being added are very unlikely. 

Katie Fralic would like to sug-
gest that churches consider con-
tacting the SEJ Office of
Ministries with Young People to
see what availability they have for
the camps at Lake Junaluska, espe-
cially the SEJ Youth Leadership
Week July 25-28. Call (888) 525-
3586 for information.
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Melody Queen is the new
Director of Children's Ministries at
Central UMC in Asheboro. She's
the wife of Central associate Rev.
Barry Queen. Central will hold
Vacation Bible School in Spanish
Aug. 1-3. … The United Methodist
Men of Pleasant Hill UMC in
Seagrove provided breakfast for
the women of the church on
Mother's Day.  Each of the women
received a hand-turned coffee mug
crafted by church members Pat
Kiser and Kathy Marsh. Then on
June 6 the Pleasant Hill UMM
offered a stress management work-
shop for all members. Deana
Thomas, a registered nurse from
Randolph Hospital shared tips on
how to identify and reduce stress.
… Evelyn Hudson, who helped
found Stephen Ministry at Wesley
Memorial UMC, is currently a
resident at High Point Place and
has started a Bible study there. She
contacted the Gideons to provide
large-print Bibles for all who could
participate. Youth from Wesley
Memorial will travel to King's
Dominion and Washington later
this month. And the Through the
Week School at Wesley Memorial
was honored by the WNC
Conference for excellence. … The
"Kids' Klub" at First UMC

Asheboro has quite a travel sched-
ule for the summer, including trips
to the Richard Petty Museum, the
N.C. Transportation Museum in
Spencer, and the Morehead
Planetarium in Chapel Hill. …
Youth from First UMC High
Point are participating in the
Appalachian Service Project July
3-9. … Senior highs from
Archdale UMC helped repair hur-
ricane-damaged homes in Arcadia,
Fla., in June. … Adults from
Jamestown UMC will go on a
mission trip to Waynesville Aug.
11-14 to work on homes damaged
by last fall's flooding. Jamestown
held its annual church picnic at
City Lake Park in June. …
Covenant UMC welcomed Pastor
Pedro Johnson and Dr. Jorge
Volquez from its sister church in
the Dominican Republic as special
guest speakers in May. (Dr.
Volquez also spoke at Central in
Asheboro, which has sent several
medical mission teams to the
Caribbean nation.) Covenant's
Travel Club will go to New York
City this month. … The Shirley
Clodfelter Sunday School Class at
Trinity Memorial UMC is sched-
uling several fundraisers to help
pay for renovations to the
Fellowship Hall. … Five people

from Lebanon UMC, including
Rev. Laura Hubbard, will go to
Belize on a mission trip July 22-
29. … Mary Gant of Jordan
Memorial UMC traveled to the
Dominican Republic for a mission
trip in June. … Mount Vernon
UMC celebrated Homecoming on
June 26. … West Bend UMC
member Shane Morgan was elect-
ed as student body president of
Asheboro High School for the
coming year. West Bend welcomed
Asheboro Chief of Police Gary
Mason as guest preacher on
Conference Sunday. … Fairfield
UMC will send a mission team to
Lithuania in late July. … Christ
UMC member Laura Danford will
go to China on a mission trip this
summer. Christ's annual ice cream
social has been scheduled for Aug.
14. … St. Mary’s UMC member
LaKeshia Franklin is interning
with the EPA this summer, and
Mitchell’s Grove UMC member
Laurie Beck is interning in Sen.
Elizabeth Dole’s office. ...
Mitchell's Grove youth will go to
Springmaid Beach for a retreat
July 22-24.  ... Volunteers are
needed at the food pantry and
clothes closet at Ward Street
Mission Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday mornings.

Church Notes

Clergy Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthdays
July 2 Dana McKim, Hubert Brown
July 5 Johnnie Boyd
July 7 Kenneth Crouse
July 14 Lynne Caldwell
July 17 Paul Bravender
July 19 Martha Welch
July 20 Howard Coble, Don Haynes
July 24 Vance Davis

July 25 Charles Tyson
July 26 Jim Watford 

Anniversaries
July 1 Kenneth and Louise Crouse,

John and Doris Rufty
July 8 Charles and Ruth Rowland
July 14 Charles and Maude Tyson
July 16 Barry and Melody Queen
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June 27-July 1 - The Leavening Agency's
Performing Arts Camp, Calvary UMC

July 3-9 - Middle School Mission Camp,
Mount Shepherd Retreat Center, Asheboro

July 3-29 - Duke Summer Course of Study 

July 4-8 - SEJ Ministers' Week, Lake Junaluska 

July 10-23 - Duke Youth Academy

July 12 - Methodist Motorsports Night at Lowe's
Motor Speedway, Concord 

July 15-17 - UMM National Gathering, Purdue
University, West Lafayette, IN

July 21-24 - WNCC UMW School of Christian
Missions, Greensboro College

July 24-28 - SEJ Convocation for Youth and
Young Adults

July 18-22 - The Leavening Agency's
Performing Arts Camp, Jordan Memorial
UMC, Ramseur 

July 25-28 - Leading the Middle-Size Church,
Lake Junaluska

July 26-29 - Focus 2005 event for youth workers,
Nashville

July 28-29 - Disciple Bible Study Training, Apex
UMC, Apex

July 31 - Splash! youth event, Wet 'N' Wild
Water Park at Emerald Pointe, Greensboro

Aug. 1-4 - Sacred/Liturgical Dance Workshop,
Lake Junaluska

Aug. 3-8 - School of Congregational
Development, Dallas

Aug. 11-14 - Leadership Summit, West Market

Street UMC, Greensboro

Aug. 11-12 - Disciple Bible Study Training, Lake
Junaluska
Aug. 12-14 and 19-21 - SpititUs Summer Beach
Weekend for youth, Fort Caswell, Oak Island

Aug. 12-14 and 15-17 - Multi-Staff Team-Building
Workshop, sponsored by the WNCC Office of
Congregational Development, Montreat
Conference Center

Aug. 19-21 - A Gathering of the Laity, Lake
Junaluska

Aug. 19-21 - Black Pastors' Retreat, University
City Hilton, Charlotte

Aug. 25 - District UMW Annual Meeting

Aug. 28 - District Back to School Rally, Flag
Springs UMC, 4 pm

Aug. 28-31 - Lay Leader Training, TBA

Sept. 9-11 - WNCC UMW Annual Meeting, Lake
Junaluska

Oct. 1 - WNCC UMW training for district officers,
Broad Street UMC, Statesville

Oct. 2 - High Point District Lay Rally with
Paul Saik, First UMC Asheboro

Oct. 2 - High Point CROP Walk, 4 pm

Oct. 25 - Successfully Managing Church
Relationships, a workshop for multi-staff church-
es sponsored by the WNC Christian Educators
Fellowship, Myers Park UMC, Charlotte

Nov. 11-13 - Choose2Share Christ, Lake
Junaluska

Nov. 23-25 - WNCC PAUMCS chapter meeting,
Hawthorn Inn and Conference Center, Winston-
Salem

DATES TO REMEMBER
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District church honored for mentoring program
At a recent meeting of the

Randolph County School Board,
McCrary’s Chapel UMC in
Ramseur was honored for its
mentoring program.

Since February, church volun-
teers have been working one-on-
one with fifth and sixth graders at
Southeastern Randolph Middle
School and Ramseur Elementary to
help the students improve their
reading skills. 

Laurie Sypole, wife of District
pastor the Rev. Jeff Sypole, is the
principal at Ramseur Elementary.
Southeastern Randolph Middle's
principal is Cathy Waddell.

The program was created thanks
to a grant from the Duke
Endowment's Rural Church

Division. In addition to the grant,
money was contributed from
community and church members.

The $12,000 grant used to
purchase and outfit six laptop
computers with needed academic
program software and to access
internet educational sites used by
the students in the classroom. 

The board for the program
includes representatives from
Mount Shepherd UMC and
McCrary’s Chapel.  

Seventeen students met two
afternoons per week at the church
for tutoring.  The program includ-
ed time for snacks, reading and
character education, as well as
tutoring and computer time each
day. Volunteers from church and

community provided and served
snacks each day, did one-on-one
reading with the students and
provided the character education
lesson each day. McCrary's Chapel
also provided use of its fellowship
hall. 

Of the students in the program,
there was an average growth in
End of Grade scores of 2.53 points
in reading and 2.35 growth in
math. Three students from the
program received most improved
math student, most improved
reading student and the Terrific
Titan Award (a character education
award).  

Recognition will be made at
morning worship at McCrary's
Chapel on Aug. 21.  


